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Jesus is GodÕs Strength  
for Your Weaknesses  Ð John 5  

 

1 After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. 2 Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, 

which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. 3 In these 
lay a great multitude of sick people, blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting 
for the moving of the water. 4 For an angel went down at a certain 

time into the pool and stirred up the water; then whoever stepped in 
first, after the stirring of the water, was made well of whatever 

disease he had. 5 Now a certain man was there who had an infirmity 
thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that 
he already had been in that condition a long time, He said to him, 

ÒDo you want to be made well?Ó 
7 The sick man answered Him, ÒSir, I have no man to put me into 

the pool when the water is stirred up; but while I am coming, 
another steps down before me.Ó 

8 Jesus said to him, ÒRise, take up your bed and walk.Ó 9 And 
immediately the man was made well, took up his bed, and walked. 
And that day was the Sabbath. 10 The Jews therefore said to him 
who was cured, ÒIt is the Sabbath; it is not lawful for you to carry 

your bed.Ó 11 He answered them, ÒHe who made me well said to me, 
ÔTake up your bed and walk.ÕÓ 12 Then they asked him, ÒWho is the 
Man who said to you, ÔTake up your bed and walkÕ?Ó 13 But the one 
who was healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, 
a multitude being in that place. 14 Afterward Jesus found him in the 
temple, and said to him, ÒSee, you have been made well. Sin no 

more, lest a worse thing come upon you.Ó 
15 The man departed and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had 

made him well. 
 

Understanding the Full Picture  
• BETHESDA Ð House of mercy__________ 

o Everything we receive from God________ is mercy. 
o ÒThe only thing I deserve from God is hell________.Ó 

• A great multitude____________ vs. a certain________ man 
o Jesus deals with us as individuals_________ 
o Romans 14:12  

• Jesus had a greater purpose__________ than this manÕs 
physical healing 

o More interested in his spiritual__________ condition. 
o Jesus did not come as the great Healer________, 

He came as the great Savior________. 
 

Steps in Healing this ManÕs Weakness  
• He had to express his desire_________ (Vs. 6) 

o It may seem strange, but it is necessary__________ 
o Jesus does not force_________ His solutions on 

others.  (Jesus to the blind men Ð ÒWhat do you want 
me to do for you? Ð Matthew 20:29-34) 

• He had to admit_________ his weakness. (Vs. 7) 
o It was paralyzing___________ him. 
o It was persistent____________ (38 years) 
o The root issue:  sin______  (Vs. 14) 

• He had to respond__________ to what Jesus said (Vs. 8-9)  
o He first had to make a choice________ 
o Then he had to obey a command___________ 

 

How to Meet Your Need in Jesus  
• Answer the Question:  “Do you want to be made well?” 

o The life________ you live.  (Everyone knows) 
o The lie________ you live.  (Only you and God know) 

• Admit your need for Jesus __________ 
o For salvation____________:  Ephesians 2:8 -10 

By grace  -  Through faith  -  For good works 
o For strength_____________ to live the Christian life: 

 Forgiveness from the past Ð 1 John 1:9  
“Never let the sense of past failure defeat your next 
step.”  Oswald Chambers 

 Provision for the future Ð John 15:4 -5 
• Obey________ what Jesus said:  Matthew 11:28 -30 

o ÒCome________ to meÓ Ð ÒI will give you rest_____Ó 
o ÒTake my____ yokeÓ Ð ÒYou will find rest______.Ó 

 

Today I Need To:  
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
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