Jesus is God’s Assurance for Your Doubts

| believe you want and need to possess a genuine faith. But there’s
something more important than that. You need a faith that
possesses you! You need a faith that is so strong; it can hold you
fast even in your darkest night of doubt or need. (Adrian Rogers)

A strongq faith in Jesus can remove your doubts

John 4:43-54

*3 Now after the two days He departed from there and went to
Galilee. * For Jesus Himself testified that a prophet has no honor
in his own country. ** So when He came to Galilee, the Galileans
received Him, having seen all the things He did in Jerusalem at the

feast; for they also had gone to the feast.

% S0 Jesus came again to Cana of Galilee where He had made the
water wine. And there was a certain nobleman whose son was sick
at Capernaum. %" When he heard that Jesus had come out of
Judea into Galilee, he went to Him and implored Him to come down
and heal his son, for he was at the point of death. “® Then Jesus
said to him, "Unless you people see signs and wonders, you will by
no means believe."

*9 The nobleman said to Him, "Sir, come down before my child
dies!" *° Jesus said to him, "Go your way; your son lives." So the
man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him, and he went his
way. °! And as he was now going down, his servants met him and
told him, saying, "Your son lives!" *? Then he inquired of them the
hour when he got better. And they said to him, "Yesterday at the
seventh hour the fever left him." * So the father knew that it was at
the same hour in which Jesus said to him, "Your son lives." And he
himself believed, and his whole household. ** This again is the
second sign Jesus did when He had come out of Judea into Galilee.

What Obstacles Weaken My Faith?
Obstacle #1: Secondhand Faith (4:46)

¥ This is what others say about Jesus.

¥ You have knowledge but no personal experience .

¥ God wants your faith to be first-person instead of second-
hand, so you don’t depend on the experience of others.

Obstacle #2: Sign - Demanding Faith (4:48)

If He is the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the
cross, and we will believe Him. (Matthew 27:42).

¥ You dishonor God when you demand signs.

¥ It demonstrates spiritual weakness (John 20:24-29).

¥ God wants your faith to be open-handed instead of sign-
demanding, so you won't try to dictate the terms.

Obstacle #3: Self - Centered Faith (4:49)

¥ When your personal needs precede spiritual needs.

¥ When you worry instead of worship.

¥ When temporary needs precede eternal realities.

¥ God wants your faith to be Christ-centered instead of self-
centered, so that you want what He wants for your life.

Obstacle #4: Strong - Willed Faith (4:49)

¥ Instructing God is a bad idea.

¥ A strong faith in Christ waits on God, listens to God, and
gets a message from God.

¥ ltinvolves accepting what God gives you.

¥ God wants your faith to be self-surrendering rather than
strong-willed, so you won't try to tell Jesus what to do.

How do | Put Strong Faith into Practice?

1. Hear the Word: Know what God has said.

2. Believe the Word: Respond in trust to what He has said.

3. Obey the Word: Act on your belief. Do what God tells you
to do.

4. Rest on the Word: Rest in the confidence that He will do
exactly what He said.

A Strong faith in Jesus can remove your doubts
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