
 
John 13:1-17 

Regardless of what was coming around the corner, Jesus “loved His disciples to the 
end.”  He loved them to perfection.  Jesus loved them with:   
 

                                           An Eternal love     A Forgiving Love 
The full extent of His love       A                                      Love 
An                                love       A                                      Love    A Serving love 
 

Serving Your Enemies 
 “You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.'  44 But I say to you,                     your enemies,                           those who 
curse you,                                          to those who hate you, and ________________ 
for those who spitefully use you and persecute you” (Matthew 5:43-44).   
 

 Romans 12:14, 17-21 
 Luke 22:24-27 
NKJV- “26b let him be as the younger, and he who governs as he who serves.”   
NLT – “26b take the lowest rank, and the leader should be like a servant.” 

 

Serving love means to:    
 

                               burdens                                      the necessities for life  
                               to one’s needs                                      and Minister  
  

Serving as a Leader 
 

The Greek Culture God’s Culture 
Lead by demanding Leads by serving 

Abused power                                              all power 

Received service Serves one another 

Gave for personal gain Gives to                              others 

Destroyed and weakened others                            and strengthens others 

The Paradox of Serving Love 
You demonstrate your true greatness by                                                     others. 
Jesus said, “Yet I am among you as the One who serves” (Luke 22:27b)…“For I am 
your servant.” 
 

Your greatness as a believer and as a leader is measured by your service to others.  
That is why serving others will require a clear                                       (John 13:3). 

 Jesus is the One who is                                       with God in authority and in 
power (John 5:19-27). 

 Jesus is the One who created all things (John 1). 
 He is                                              .  He is the Anointed Messiah (Acts 2:36). 
 Jesus is the                                                           —He is above all! 

 

Serving others requires using what God has given you, remembering where you 
came from and where you are going, and finishing your mission.  
 

An Example and Pattern of Serving Love: 
 

                                           (John 13:4) Jesus took decisive action 
                                                                       – He willingly gave up His rights 
                                                               –  5 Your attitude should be the same that 
Christ Jesus had.  6 Though he was God, he did not demand and cling to his rights as 
God.  7 He made himself nothing; he took the humble position of a slave and 
appeared in human form.  8 And in human form he obediently humbled himself even 
further by dying a criminal's death on a cross (Philippians 2:5-8, NLT).   

 

It’s not about                           .  Love = personal sacrifice. 
Love will always cost you something.  A serving love means that you make 
______________________ sacrifices and lay down your                           for 
the benefit of others.   

 

                                              (Philippians 2:9-11, NLT). 
 
                                              – A Humble service of love (John 13:5) 

              A Picture of Spiritual Cleansing (John 13:6) 
 

                                              (John 13:6-17).  We are never more like Jesus when we 
follow His example of serving one another in love to completion...to the end.  The 
greatest thing that you can do for someone else is lovingly serve them with your life 
and let God finish His work through you.  

Serving Love 



 
John 13:1-17 

Regardless of what was coming around the corner, Jesus “loved His disciples to the 
end.”  He loved them to perfection.  Jesus loved them with:   
 

Completion                          An Eternal love     A Forgiving Love 
The full extent of His love       A Demonstrating             Love 
An Unchanging            love     A Perfect                         Love    A Serving love 
 

Serving Your Enemies 
 “You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.'  44 But I say to you, love       your enemies, bless         those who curse you, 
do            good                        to those who hate you, and pray__________ for those 
who spitefully use you and persecute you” (Matthew 5:43-44).   
 

 Romans 12:14, 17-21 
 Luke 22:24-27 
NKJV- “26b let him be as the younger, and he who governs as he who serves.”   
NLT – “26b take the lowest rank, and the leader should be like a servant.” 

 

Serving love means to:    
 

Remove                        burdens Supply                         the necessities for life  
Attend                 to one’s needs Strengthen                               and Minister  
  

Serving as a Leader 
 

The Greek Culture God’s Culture 
Lead by demanding Leads by serving 

Abused power Surrenders                              all power 

Received service Serves one another 

Gave for personal gain Gives to help                             others 

Destroyed and weakened others Builds             and strengthens others 

The Paradox of Serving Love 
You demonstrate your true greatness by serving             others. 
Jesus said, “Yet I am among you as the One who serves” (Luke 22:27b)…“For I am 
your servant.” 
 

Your greatness as a believer and as a leader is measured by your service to others.  
That is why serving others will require a clear focus                       (John 13:3). 

 Jesus is the One who is equal                      with God in authority and in 
power (John 5:19-27). 

 Jesus is the One who created all things (John 1). 
 He is God                 .  He is the Anointed Messiah (Acts 2:36). 
 Jesus is the greatest                             —He is above all! 

 

Serving others requires using what God has given you, remembering where you 
came from and where you are going, and finishing your mission.  
 

An Example and Pattern of Serving Love: 
 

Initiative                       (John 13:4) Jesus took decisive action 
Self-Denial                                          – He willingly gave up His rights 
Humility                                         –  5 Your attitude should be the same that Christ 
Jesus had.  6 Though he was God, he did not demand and cling to his rights as God.  
7 He made himself nothing; he took the humble position of a slave and appeared in 
human form.  8 And in human form he obediently humbled himself even further by 
dying a criminal's death on a cross (Philippians 2:5-8, NLT).   

 

It’s not about you                   .  Love = personal sacrifice. 
Love will always cost you something.  A serving love means that you make 
personal                          sacrifices and lay down your rights                   for 
the benefit of others.   

 

Reward                                   (Philippians 2:9-11, NLT). 
 
Excellence                              – A Humble service of love (John 13:5) 

                A Picture of Spiritual Cleansing (John 13:6) 
 

Completion                             (John 13:6-17).  We are never more like Jesus when 
we follow His example of serving one another in love to completion...to the end.  The 
greatest thing that you can do for someone else is lovingly serve them with your life 
and let God finish His work through you.  

Serving Love 


