“If you want to see how something should be,
get as close as you can to the original to use as

a benchmark
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Key Church: The Church at Jerusalem

Acts 2:41-47 The Vessage
41-42 That day about three thousand took him at his word, were baptized and were
signed up. They committed themselves to the teaching of the apostles, the life
together, the common meal, and the prayers.
43-45 Everyone around was in awe—all those wonders and signs done through the
apostles! And all the believers lived in a wonderful harmony, holding everything in
common. They sold whatever they owned and pooled their resources so that each
person's need was met.
46-47 They followed a daily discipline of worship in the Temple followed by meals at
home, every meal a celebration, exuberant and joyful, as they praised God. People
in general liked what they saw. Every day their number grew as God added those
who were saved.

e Salvation

e Baptism
¢ Teaching of God’s Word
* There did life together
* Food and fellowship
* Prayer and worship
* Miracles - Definition: Things happening that could
only be explained in the context of God’s power
* Transformed lives and attitudes
Results:
e Favor with those outside the Church. (Recognized as

good) “People in general liked what they saw”
*  Their numbers grew (Healthy things grow!)

Was it Effective? Acts 5:28 - “You have filed Jerusalem...”

At IBB we want to emulate the church at
Jerusalem by being SIIVIPLE.

A Simple Purpose
Using our compass as a constant reminder, we strive to

help people learn to...
* Love God
* Love God’s Word
* Love One Another

* Love their Neighbor
Matthew 22:37-40

37 Jesus replied, “You must love the Lord your God
with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest
commandment. 33 A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.” 40
The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are based on these two
commandments.”

A Simple Structure

Nowhere in the Bible is the Church referred to or addressed as an
organization . Most commonly, the Church is talked
about in terms of a...

* Body with many different but important parts.
* Family with relationships being the driving

force and the One Anothers
code of conduct.

being the unifying

* Flock with Pastors serving as the leaders and
servants under the authority of the Good Shepherd — Jesus.
* Bride looking ahead and preparing Herself for the coming

of the Groom — Jesus.

We are an organism » hot an organization
As such we believe that growth and change are positive
And the life of the church has priority over the structure or schedule

A Simple Principle
In John 15, through the metaphor of the Vine and the branches, Jesus gave
us the guiding principle for how we are to live our life each day:

e Receive
e Rejoice
e Release
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